Dear Daphne (An excerpt from Act 1)
Based on a true story



This story takes place in Malaysia in a town called
Butterworth. The filmwll be perfornmed in Mandarin and
Mal ay with English subtitles.

Note: SPMis an abbreviation used for the national high
school exam nation. Mst buil dings such as cl assroons and

apartnents are unseal ed (open-air concept) due to the hot
weat her.

FADE | N

EXT. RESI DENCE FLAT - EVEN NG

JIM (17), a short boy with a pale face and thick

bl ack-rimed gl asses stands in a dirty elevator. H s hands
are trenbling as he slowy lifts his finger to press the
button for the 20th floor. He crouches to the ground and
hugs his knees to hinself.

When t he el evator doors slide open, Jimsquints at the

bri ght ness of the evening sunset. He pulls hinmself up with
the help of the sidebars and wal ks out in a stiff manner.
Standi ng by the outdoor veranda railings, he starts to sob
uncontrol l ably as he takes his cell phone out of his pocket
and types a text. Then, he puts his backpack onto the fl oor.

He | ooks down fromthe building and sucks in a sharp breath.

A SERI ES OF SHOTS

A) A rapid descending view of the residence flat - floor by
floor.

B) The ground is magnified and grows blurry.

C) Everything fades into darkness.

EXT. LANDSCAPE VI EW OF SCHOOL - DAY

FADE I N

Wthin the conpounds of netal gates and high brick walls are
four long triple-story buildings facing each other. Beside

t he classroom buildings, there is a full-sized rectangul ar
track field and a basketball court.
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HEADMASTER (V. O
(sol emml y)
Today, we nourn the tragic news of
Jimmy WAng's death. Let us honor
his nmenory with a nonent of
si | ence.

| NT. ASSEMBLY HALL - DAY

A grand hall is filled with 400 students dressed in simlar

uni forms. The boys are wearing white button-down shirts with
arny-green knee | ength pants, while the girls are wearing a

bri ght bl ue pinafore over white button-down shirts.

All the students are sitting in rows on the floor. The
headnmaster (46), a tall and plunp man, stands at the podi um
in front of a mcrophone on a bl ack stand.

HEADVASTER
The question is - what did you
learn fromthe SPMtrial s?

He pauses to scratch the nole beside his |ips.

HEADVASTER

(conti nui ng)
Those of you taking 11 credits know
that 9 A's aren’t good enough.
strongly advice you to doubl e your
efforts and be as diligent as you
can. Make the best out of the
remai ni ng three weeks for the sake
of your future.

He purses his Iips and nods solemly at the vast crowd of
silent students.
EXT. SCHOOL GROUNDS - DAY

Students are lined up in rows as they wal k toward the
cl assroom bui | di ngs.

DAPHNE (17), a petite franed girl with a pixie bob steps out
of the line to tie her shoel aces.

When she stands up froma kneeling position, her eyes w den
as she al nost bunps into | SAAC (17), a tall boy with thick

eyebrows and a buzz cut. He stares at her and gestures her

to join the line.
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BOY #1 (O 9S)
W1l soneone nove already?

Daphne flashes a polite smle and cuts in front of I|saac.

DAPHNE

(quietly)
Thanks.

| saac lets out a low grunt in return and wal ks cl ose behind
her. Daphne constantly tugs at the hens of her pinafore.

| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

Daphne steps into the classroom | abel ed "A2". She pauses to
| ook behind her before she noves to her desk. Around 40
students continue to take their seats in class.

Am dst the |oud chatter, sonme students are |ooking over
their notebooks while others are talking in groups. Daphne
has a piano score sprawl ed out on the table.

GRL #1 (O 9)
Are you attending M. Lee s Physics
i ntensi ve?

Daphne picks up a blue and yellow highlighter and starts
circling parts of her score.

GRL #2 (O 9)
Duh! Everyone knows he | eaks
aut hentic SPM questions. 1’d pay
fifty ringgit if | had to!

BOY #1 (O S)
Wiy do we try so hard anyway when
we know only a limted nunber of
Chi nese students get in?

A hand taps Daphne on the shoul der and she junps slightly.
CODY (18), a boy with spiky hair and big brown eyes stands
besi de her. He has a huge grin on his face.

CoDY
Did | scare you?

Daphne rai ses her eyebrows and gives Cody a | opsided grin.
COoDY

(conti nui ng)
Come sit with ne for a sec.
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She wal ks with himto the desks at the back of the class.
Cody pulls out a bundle of handmade paper flowers fromthe
desk conpartnment and thrusts themtoward Daphne.

COoDY
(nervously)
| had sone |eftover paper, | nean
bought the col ored paper so | could
make - fold themfor you. | know

they’' re not good enough, but | just
want ed you to know that | care.

He clears his throat.

Daphne giggl es and accepts the origam flowers. She pretends
to snell them A shy smle is fixed on her |ips.

DAPHNE
(whi speri ng)
Thank you, 'l nake it up to you
sone day.

Daphne | ooks around quickly and leans in to give Cody a
awkwar d peck on his cheek.

A nerdy-| ooki ng boy wal ks past them and sni ckers rudely.

NERDY STUDENT
You better keep those flowers in
your bag and your hands to yourself
before M. Cheng cones in.

Cody pulls a funny face as the student turns away.
Daphne | aughs as she returns to her seat.

VEI (17), a pale and scrawny girl who sits besi de Daphne,

| eans over. Wei’s blinks her big watery eyes as she sees the
paper flowers. She starts giggling uncontrollably until they
well up with tears. Daphne pulls a Kleenex out of her penci
case and hands it to Wei.

Wei stands up wi thout warning and and points at a
dar k- ski nned boy seated near the w ndow.

\EI
(whi ni ng)
He | ooked into ny w ndow | ast ni ght
and woul d not go away!

Daphne quickly grips Wei's left wist. Her skin is dry and
flaky.
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DAPHNE
Pl ease sit! It’s not what you see,
remenber ? Look, | have sonet hing

for you!

Daphne thrusts a com c book at Wei. Wi stares at Daphne
bl ankly and pulls her wist back.

\EI
(confused)
You’ re |ying.

DAPHNE
(calmy)
No, you're not. You told ne you'd
try to trust ne.

A group of girls start |ooking at Wei and Daphne’s
direction. They are giggling and whi spering to each ot her.

G RL #3
Her neds are definitely not
wor ki ng. Her nom shoul d just take
her out of school.

BOY #2
Hey, Thonas, go over there and give
your bride a hug!

THOVAS (17), the boy Wi was pointing at, frowns at them

THOVAS
Shut up man

As Wi starts to |leave her seat, a male teacher, MR CHENG
(43), walks into the class with a fol der tucked under his
left arm and a banboo cane in his right hand. Soneone
clears his throat |oudly.

Daphne yanks the skirts of Wei’'s pinafore. Wi sits down
with a reluctant | ook on her face.

The class nonitor, YOON (17), a girl in a red tie announces
in a nonotonous Voi ce.

YOON
St and up!

The class gets to their feet. Feet shuffling and sone
groaning i s heard.
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CLASS
(chanting in unison)
Good afternoon, sir!

M. Cheng nods and everyone takes their seat again. He pulls
out a stack of test papers fromhis folder. A round of
col l ective groans go around the classroom

Qut side the wi ndows of the classroom Isaac is pressed
agai nst the wall | ooking at Daphne from behi nd.

| NT. ORCHESTRA ROOM - EVEN NG

The student orchestra is rehearsing Crouching Tiger H dden
Dragon. There are 35 students in the orchestra room pl ayi ng
their instrunents. The conductor (35), a short nman with
bright red glasses is standing on a tiny stage. He is wildly
wavi ng his baton. Daphne is playing the cello. Her small
frame is al nost hidden under the big instrunent.

The conductor does a sharp cut-off and the nusic stops. He
wi pes sweat off his forehead with a handkerchief.

CONDUCTOR
That’s it for today. Make sure you
work on all the transitions in your
sectionals tonorrow. Dress
rehearsal will be at five sharp in
the hall on Friday.

Wi |l e students are busy putting instrunents away, Karen(10),
anot her cellist with a lanky figure and big brown eyes,

wal ks up to Daphne with her instrument in her hands. She
pokes Daphne roughly in the shoul der.

KAREN
(spitefully)
| know what you're trying to do.

Daphne puts her nusic stand down and turns around.

DAPHNE
(confused)
Huh?
KAREN
First, 1'll be section | eader, not

you. Second, will you | eave ny
br ot her al one al ready?

Karen | ooks Daphne up and down rudely.
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KAREN
(conti nui ng)
| know what girls like you try to
do. Qur nother woul d never | et Cody
go out with a slut like you anyway.

She saunters off to the exit.

EXT. SCHOCL GROUNDS - EVEN NG

Daphne is sitting with Cody on a school bench beside the
cafeteria. H's hands are rested on hers.

As a teacher dressed in a suit wal ks by, they inmediately
make space between each ot her.

When the teacher is out of sight, Cody and Daphne smle
sheepi shly at each other.

DAPHNE
So. ..

COoDY
My parents promi sed that I’'d be
allowed to drive after the SPMis
done. W won’t have to do this in
school anynore.

Daphne bl ushes and | ooks down at her watch.

DAPHNE
It’s not that bad...at | east we can
still hang out in class, right?

Cody lifts his eyebrows.

COoDY
Sonetimes | wonder why you’'re so
darn obedi ent and perfect.

Daphne swats himplayfully on the arm
CODY
(conti nui ng)
Ch, | think your ride’ s here.

They stand up and wal k toward the school gates.



| NT. DAPHNE' S ROOM - NI GHT

A study table and a tall bookshelf sits beside the w ndow.
There is an old brown piano with a huge toy dog sitting on
it. Acello sits on a stand beside her bed. There is a
wooden desk at the corner of the room

Daphne hops onto her bed and flips open her |aptop. A
conversation | og pops up on the screen. A small picture of
| saac’ s face appears.

ON THE SCREEN, |saac’s words appear:
"Why don’t you ever | ook at ne
anynore?"

BACK TO DAPHNE
"What do you expect?”

ON THE SCREEN, |saac’s words appear:
"Do you actually Iike hinP"

Daphne | ooks at the backyard view of her w ndow and si ghs.
The | apt op beeps agai n.

ON THE SCREEN, |saac’s words

appear:

"I meant what | said. | don’'t want
toliveif I can’t have you."

I NT. 1SAAC' S ROOM - NI GHT

| saac stands in the bathroomfacing the mrror. H's face is
pale with a yellow sh shade. He turns on the tap and

spl ashes his eyes with water. He stares at his reflection
for a while.

He wal ks into his bedroom and pulls open his closet. |saac
rummages through his closet. There are nostly bl ack baggy
shirts and jeans. He pulls out a few old | ooking shirts and
t osses them back in.

Qut of frustration he slans the closet shut and turns off
the Iight.

| SAAC
Fuck Cody and ny fucking life.

He stands up, renoves his shirt, and tosses it onto the
floor. He puts sonmething small on the wi ndowsill and wal ks
away. There, a small knife is gleam ng in the noonlight.



I NT. DAPHNE S ROOM - NI GHT

Daphne is studying at her desk. There are papers scattered
all over the surface.

There is a knock on her door.

DAPHNE
Cone in!

JENNI FER (45), a woman with long brown hair in a business
suit, wal ks in. She hands a portabl e phone over to Daphne.

JENNI FER

It’s for you. Make it quick!
DAPHNE

Thanks, Mm

The door creaks as Jennifer shuts it behind her. Daphne puts
t he phone to her ears.

DAPHNE
Hel | o? Daphne here.

A wonan’s voice is at the other end of the |ine.

WOVAN (O S)
(over phone, filtered)
H, we don't know each ot her, but
|’ m | saac’s nother.

Daphne has a solem | ook on her face. She furrows her
eyebr ows.

WOVAN (O. S)

(conti nui ng)
Recently |’ ve noticed |saac
acting...strange. Wien | was
cl eaning out his room | found a
stack of letters addressed to you.
There was al so your photo, your
contact information, and a girl’s
hanky - which | assunme woul d be
yours.

Daphne switches the phone to her left hand and starts
fidgeting with a pen.

WOVAN (O S.)
(over phone, filtered)
(conti nui ng)
Are you still there?
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DAPHNE
(into phone)
Yes, | am Go on.

WOVAN (O S.)
(over phone, filtered)
" m even enbarrassed to say this,
but they were filled were m ndl ess
| ove-si ck nonsense and sone
di sturbi ng comments about what he
woul d do if, you know. ..

DAPHNE
(i nto phone)
If I didn’t |ike himback?

WOVAN (O S.)
(over phone, filtered)
So you know about this.

DAPHNE
(into phone)
Yes, it’s starting to worry ne. |
didn’t know who to go to about
this.

WOVAN (O S.)
(over phone, filtered)
This stays between us, do you hear
me? Stay away fromny son, and keep

this a secret. You will do as | say
if you want to save your

reputation. | have a feeling that
we will have to neet in person

soon. | think I hear him goodbye.

The phone cli cks.

I NT. 1SAAC S ROOM - NI GHT

| saac | eans over and picks up his table lanp. He flicks it
on and noves it toward him He shifts his web-camuntil a
blurry image of hinself appears on-screen. He hits a red
button on the screen and sits on the edge of his bed.

| SAAC
(bl ankly)
This is how nuch | |ove you
Daphne.
He lifts his left wist and presses a penknife against his
skin. He lets out a low grunt as he nakes a cut.
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FADE OUJT

Lt |1

| SAAC
(calmy)
be Cody’s turn next.

11.



